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Questions

 If you have any questions during the live 
stream, please write them in the chat.

 I will try to answer as many questions as I 
can during the live stream.

 You can also ask questions in the 
comments section of the video if you are 
watching later.



Listening(Intro) 

The listening section of the IELTS 

exam is the same for both types of 

test.

 Academic

 General Training



Listening Test Format

 You will listen to four recordings, all of 

which involve native English speakers

 You will hear each recording only once

 You will answer a series of questions about 

each recording

 You will have around 30 seconds to preview 

the questions before the recording starts



Listening Test Format

 There will be a total of 40 questions

 Each section will have 10 questions

 The questions will appear in the order that 

they occur in the recording

 You will have 30 minutes to answer all of the 

questions

 You will have a further 10 minutes to transfer 

your answers to the exam paper



Recording Types

 Each recording will become more difficult 

as the test progresses.

 Therefore,

 Part 1 is the easiest

 Part 4 is the most difficult.



Recording Types

 Parts 1 and 2 will deal with everyday situations

 Recording 1:

 A conversation between two people in an 

everyday social context

 Reserving a table at a restaurant 

 Booking a trip

 Requesting information 



Recording Types

 Recording 2:

 A monologue set around a general 

everyday topic

 A speech about local facilities

 An explanation of a tour

 Someone giving general advice



Recording Types

 Parts 3 and 4 will be based around academic 

situation

 Recording 3:

 A conversation between up to four people in 

an educational or training context

 A Student and tutor discussing assignments

 Students discussing a future presentation

 Discussion about university courses



Recording Types

 Recording 4:

 A monologue on a academic topic

 A university lecture

 A presentation



Question Types

There are 6 main question types :

1. Multiple Choice

2. Matching

3. Plan / Map / Diagram Labelling

4. Table / Chart Completion

5. Sentence Completion

6. Short answer questions



Question Types
1. Multiple Choice

Multiple choice questions are used for two 

main purposes. 

To check if you have: 

 A detailed understanding of specific points 

 An overall understanding of the main 

points.



Question Types
1. Multiple Choice

There are two main types of multiple choice 
question 

 A question followed by three possible answers

 The beginning of a sentence followed by three 

possible ways to complete the sentence. 

 Test takers are required to choose the one 

correct answer - A, B or C.



Question Types
1. Multiple Choice

 Sometimes, you will be given a longer list 

of possible answers with more than one 

possible answer. 

 This is why it is very important to read the 

questions carefully before answering.



Question Types
1. Multiple Choice



Question Types
1. Multiple Choice



Question Types
2. Matching

These questions assess the skill of listening for 

detail:

 understanding information given in a 

conversation

 different types accommodation. 

 Following a conversation

 Who the people are and what they said

 What the people are doing



Question Types
2. Matching

 You will be required to match a numbered 

list of items from the listening text to a set 

of options on the question paper. 



Question Types
2. Matching



Question Types
3. Plan / Map / Diagram Labelling

This will assess your ability to understand 

information and link it to something else

 a description of a place and to relate this to a 

visual representation. 

 This could include following language 

expressing directions 

 (e.g. go straight  / turn left / it’s across from).



Question Types

3. Plan / Map / Diagram Labelling

 You are required to complete labels on a:

 plan (of a building), 

 map (of part of a town) 

 diagram (of a piece of equipment). 

 The answers are usually selected from a list 

on the question paper.



Question Types

3. Plan / Map / Diagram Labelling



Question Types

4. Table / Chart Completion

 You will be required to fill in the gaps in a 

listening text. 

 The outline will focus on the main 

ideas/facts in the text. 



Question Types
4. Table / Chart / Form Completion

It may be:

1. a form (often used to record factual details 
such as names)

2. a set of notes (used to summarise any type 
of information)

3. a table (used as a way of summarising
information –usually names, times, dates, 
prices) 

4. a flow-chart (used to summarise a process 
which has clear stages)



Question Types

4. Table / Chart Completion

You will have to:

 select answers from a list 

 identify the missing words from the 

recording

 You should not change the words from the 

recording in any way.



Question Types
4. Table / Chart Completion

 You should read the instructions very 
carefully as the number of words or 
numbers used to fill the gaps will vary.

 A word limit is given (for example, ‘NO 
MORE THAN TWO WORDS’ 

 Test takers are penalised for writing more 
than the stated number of words



Question Types

4. Table / Chart Completion



Question Types

5. Sentence Completion

 These questions focus on the ability to 

identify the key information

 You have to understand relationships, such 

as cause and effect.

 One thing happened as a result of something 

else happening



Question Types

5. Sentence Completion

 You will read a set of sentences that will 

summarise information from the recording

 You will then fill in a gap in each sentence 

 A word limit is given

 NO MORE THAN ONE WORD AND / OR A NUMBER

 NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS PER ANSWER

 Test takers are penalised for writing more 

than the stated number of words. 



Question Types

5. Sentence Completion



Question Types

6. Short answer questions

 These questions focus on the ability to 

listen for real facts.

 Facts like:

 places 

 prices 

 times

 names



Question Types
6. Short answer questions

 You are required to read a question and then 
write a short answer using information from 
the listening text. 

 A word limit is given, for example, 

 NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A 
NUMBER

 You will be penalised for writing more than 
the stated number of words. 

 So, you should check the word limit carefully 
for each task



Question Types

6. Short answer questions



Scoring
 The Listening test is marked by certificated 

markers

 All answer sheets are further analysed by 
Cambridge English after the initial grading.

Band score conversion

 A Band Score conversion table is produced for 
each version of the Listening test which translates 
scores out of 40 into the IELTS 9-band scale. Scores 
are reported in whole bands and half bands.

 Care should be taken when writing answers on the 
answer sheet as poor spelling and grammar are 
penalised.



Scoring

Score Band Score Band

39 - 40 9 16 - 17 5

37 - 38 8.5 13 - 15 4.5

35 - 36 8 16 - 17 5

32 - 34 7.5 13 - 15 4.5

30 - 31 7 11 - 12 4

26 - 29 6.5 9 - 10 3.5

23 - 25 6 6 - 8 3

18 - 22 5.5 4 - 5 2.5



Q & A

 If you have any questions, please write 

them in the chat.

 I will try to answer as many as I can.

 You can also ask some questions in the 

comments section of the video.
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