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Listening Test Format

 You will listen to four recordings, all of 

which involve native English speakers

 You will hear each recording only once

 You will answer 10 questions for each 

recording

 You will have around 30 seconds to preview 

the questions before the recording starts



Listening Test Format

 The questions will appear in the order that 

they occur in the recording

 You will have 30 minutes to answer all of 

the questions

 You will have a further 10 minutes to 

transfer your answers to the exam paper



Recording Types

 Each recording will become more difficult 

as the test progresses.

 Therefore

 Part 1 is the easiest

 Part 4 is the most difficult.



Recording Types

 Parts 1 and 2 will deal with everyday situations

 Recording 1:

 A conversation between two people in an 

everyday social context

 Reserving a table at a restaurant 

 Booking a trip

 Requesting information



Recording Types

 Recording 2:

 A monologue set around a general 

everyday topic

 A speech about local facilities

 An explanation of a tour

 Someone giving general advice



Recording Types

 Parts 3 and 4 will be based around academic 

situation

 Recording 3:

 A conversation between up to four people in 

an educational or training context

 A Student and tutor discussing assignments

 Students discussing a future presentation

 Discussion about university courses



Recording Types

 Recording 4:

 A monologue on a academic topic

 A university lecture

 A presentation



Question Types

There are 6 main question types :

1. Multiple Choice

2. Matching

3. Plan / Map / Diagram Labelling

4. Table / Chart Completion

5. Sentence Completion

6. Short answer questions



TOP 10

IELTS LISTENING 

TIPS



Listening Tips

1. Know the Test

 Make sure you know what to expect

 Types of recordings

 Types of questions

 Time limits

 Transfer Times



Listening Tips

1. Know the Test

Make sure you know all of these details:

 How long is the test?

 What’s the format?

 How many texts are there?

 What kind of texts are they?

 What skills will be tested?

 What types of questions will be asked?

 What skills do you need to answer the questions?

 Will you have extra time to transfer your answers?



Listening Tips

2. Read the questions carefully

 Look for keywords

 Try to predict the type of answer (times, 

dates, places, names etc…)

 Look for word limits 

 No more than 2 words and/or a number



Listening Tips



Listening Tips

3. Essential vs. Non Essential Information

 Try to develop a habit of differentiating between 

essential and non-essential information. 

 If two people are talking about making plans 

for dinner, the important information is the 

date/time they finally agree upon. 

 Other dates/times they considered become 

irrelevant.



Listening Tips

3. Essential vs. Non Essential Information

 Beware of distractor (These are common in the listening 

test)

 I’ve left my phone in the car. No, wait a minute, I 

remember putting it down in the hallway after I came 

home.

 The kids want to visit Spain for our holiday. . However, 

the best deals this summer are in France so we’ll go there 

instead.

 The bus leaves at 7:45. Oh sorry, that’s the wrong bus. 

Your bus leaves at 7:55.



Listening Tips

4. Become familiar with different accents

IELTS Listening recordings predominantly use 

accents from 

 the UK 

 Canada 

 the USA

 Australia

 South Africa

 and New Zealand.

You should try to expose yourself to these accents



Listening Tips

4. Become familiar with different accents

There are various free resources to choose from

Listen to:

 Podcasts

 Radio Shows

Watch:

 News Programs

 Documentaries

 YouTube Videos

 TV Shows



Listening Tips

5. Don’t wait too long for the answer

 If you feel like you’ve waited too long to 

hear the answer, you’ve probably missed it. 

 One advantage of the IELTS listening test is 

that the answers come in order.



Listening Tips

6. Don’t panic if you miss an answer

 If you do miss an answer, try not to worry about it.

 There’s nothing you can do to change the situation

 Recover quickly and you will only lose 1 point

 Panic, and you could lose more points.

 You can always make a guess (you might get lucky)



Listening Tips

7. Be prepared for synonyms and paraphrasing

 This is one of the most important listening skills

 The recordings you hear in the test will contain 

synonyms and paraphrasing of key words and 

phrases in the questions. 

 So, do not expect to hear exactly the same 

vocabulary in the recording as is written in the 

questions.

 Let’s look at a few examples of how synonyms and 

paraphrasing are used in the exam.



Listening Tips

Question / answer

The park was built in 1979.

The September Celebration day is 

held to remember the history of 

the park.

The Hurricane roller-coaster 

is tall and made of wood.

The rides with a height limit are 

coded black.

Audio

The park in its current form wasn’t 

established until 1979.

The September celebration is a 

special day to honour the park’s 

development from tiny beginnings 

to the huge enterprise it is today.

It’s the highest wooden roller-

coaster in the country.

And black, well, this means that 

you must be at least 110 cm tall to 

ride, regardless of age.



Listening Tips

8. Double check your Spelling

 If you hear the correct answer but misspell it, 

it will be marked incorrect. 

 Always check your spelling during the 

transfer time at the end of the test

 A ‘Commonly misspelled words’ list can help 

you learn the words you are most likely to 

misspell



Listening Tips

9. Practice makes Perfect

 Improve your listening skills by becoming an 

active listener. 

 Listen to a variety of English language 

resources, such as podcasts, news reports and 

Ted talks, which will expose you to new 

vocabulary and different accents

 The aim is to make listening a part of your 

daily life. 



Listening Tips

9. Practice makes Perfect

 You can find a variety of interesting and fun 

content online. 

 Start with topics you are most interested in, 

before moving onto more academic material.  

 Practice Mock IELTS Listening Tests 

 Being used to hearing English, and being 

familiar with the test, will give you confidence 

and help you manage stress and nervousness. 



Listening Tips
10. Transfer your answers carefully

 At the end of the paper-based test, you get an extra ten 

minutes to transfer your answers to the answer sheet. 

 Take care with spelling and capitalisation. 

 If you’re unsure about the correct capitalisation, you can write 

your answers in all capitals. 

 Take one last look at your answers to ensure they are 

grammatically accurate and you’ve followed all instructions. 

 Remember, you aren’t given any extra time to transfer your 

answers for the computer-delivered test, where you need to 

type in your answers as you go.
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Homework

 Listen to me read a short passage

 There will be five spaces

 Fill in the five spaces with no more than 

two words



Homework

Volunteering 
Opportunity

Activity Benefits

English 
Teaching

Helping with English
15) _____________

Significantly improve the 16) 
______________ of many 
children and adults

Agriculture and 
Farming

Promoting sustainable and
17) __________
farming

• Promote 18) ___________
farming methods

• educate local communities

Veterinary 
Medicine

Helping the vet 
with 19) _______________

Joining the vet on home 
visits

• Amazing insights into the 
country

• See a lot of fascinating 
animals

• Gain a greater 20) 
_______________ of the 
difficulties in the country
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Homework 2

Question

 What is the biggest problem you have 

when listening to native speakers 

speak English?

 Write 4 or 5 sentences in the 

comments section of this video



Homework Answers

Volunteering 
Opportunity

Activity Benefits

English 
Teaching

Helping with English
15) conversation

Significantly improve the 16) 
learning experience of many 
children and adults

Agriculture and 
Farming

Promoting sustainable and
17) responsible
farming

• Promote 18) organic
farming methods

• educate local communities

Veterinary 
Medicine

Helping the vet with 19) sick 
animals
Joining the vet on home 
visits

• Amazing insights into the 
country

• See a lot of fascinating 
animals

• Gain a greater 20) 
understanding of the 
difficulties in the country


